The Post- War Scene
With the signing of the Versailles Treaty, meaning had
gone out of the world, and since, for the poet, the world and
the word are one, meaning had gone out of language. He had
to find a new symbol, a new vocabulary. Hence the difficulty
of much modern work: the poet communicates not only his
personal response to private experience, by his own unique
means: he has first to construct the ideal bases of that experi-
ence, and his poetry must realize them also. The repressed
anguish of Eliot:
Consequently I rejoice, having to construct
something
Upon which to rejoice
And pray to God to have mercy upon us
finds an antistrophe in John Peale Bishop's
The ceremony must be found
Traditional, with all its symbols
ancient as the metaphors in dreams;
strange, with never before heard music; continuous
until the torches deaden at the bedroom door.
In a similar mood the same poet writes:
Christ is dead. And in a grave
Dark as a sightless skull He lies
And of His bones are charnels made.
More dryly, Tate observes:
s
Narcissus is vocabulary. Hermes decorates
A cornice on the Third National Bank. Vocabulary
Becomes confusion, decoration a blight.
But if these poets inhabit a wasteland, strewn with broken Lares
and Penates, and pocked with treacherous holes, the work
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